Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) and Ebola Sub Faculty
Sub Themes:
a. Survivors and survivor welfare
b. One Health
c. Anti Microbial Resistance (AMR).
d. Clinical trials (update)
e. Plasma and a Plasmapheris agenda for West Africa (update)
f. Infectious disease burden and trends across Africa (Lassa, MERS, Yellow Fever,
Pandemic Influenza) (update)
g. Sustainable infectious diseases, preventive measures and community engagement

Members:

Dr. John Amuasi a Senior Research Fellow at the Kumasi Centre for Collaborative research in
Tropical Medicine (KCCR) in Kumasi, Ghana. He holds an undergraduate degree in human
biology and was trained as a medical doctor, both at the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science
and Technology-Kumasi, Ghana.
He further graduated from the University of Minnesota School of Public Health, USA, with an
MPH in Public Health Policy and Administration and an MS is Health Services Research and
completed a PhD in Health Services Research, Policy and Administration also at the University

of Minnesota. In between his Masters and PhD studies, he served as head of the R&D Unit at the
Komfo Anokye teaching Hospital in Kumasi, Ghana for 3 years.
He has been consulted by a number of international organizations, including the Drugs for
Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi), Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV), World Health
Organization (WHO), Health Action International (HAI) Africa, Dalberg Global Development
Partners, the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), and France
Expertise Internationale (FEI) on a wide range of issues related to health services, policy and
systems in Ghana and other parts of Africa. Dr. Amuasi is an executive committee member of
the West African Task for Emerging and Re-emerging infectious diseases (WATER)

Klement Jaidzeka is a global health professional currently working as a research assistant at the
Milken Institute School of Public Health at the George Washington University. He has helped
develop and implement an Emergency Management training program across Guinea as well
researched and managed projects to strengthen Guinean Emergency Management System,
Laboratory Specimen Referral Network and Zoonotic Disease and One Health Systems.
Prior to joining the Global Health Security team, he worked as intern for OIC International
where he provided research support to their USAID funded HANDS program to improve food
security in Liberia, to the development and implementation of their Walmart Foundation funded
EARN program to provide vocational retail training in Kenya and Nigeria. Before that, for over
10 years he worked as a certified pharmacy technician in several hospitals in the Washington,
DC area.
Klement is currently finishing up his MPH in International Public Health with the University of
Liverpool. He holds a B.Sc in Biological Sciences from the University of Maryland-College Park

Francis Kombe, CBPPM, PGDPH, MPH is a UNESCO certified teacher of bioethics and an
appointed Member of the International Forum of Teachers of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics.
He is the 2015 pillars of Public Responsibility in Medicine and Research (PRIM&R) award
winner, Chair to the Ethics, Community Engagement and Patient Advocacy (ECEPAS) working
group within the GET consortium. He is also the chair to the International Advisory Group of
RHInnO Ethics, member of the Research Fairness Initiative technical working group and an
aassociate to the Council on Health Research for Development (COHRED).
Kombe holds a MSc in Public Health and a Post Graduate Diploma in Public Health both from
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine; currently doing a Master of Social Science in
Health Research Ethic at SARETI-South Africa. He did Community Based Project Planning and
Management (CBPPM) studies at the Kenya Institute of Social Work and Community
Development, received training in bioethics (AMANET-Tanzania, PRIM&R, USA; UNESCO,
France), and in communication skills and Training of Trainers. He started his career as a field
officer. In his current position, he coordinates training on communication skills and research
ethics for nearly 300 research frontline staff at KWTRP. He is a member of the KWTRP
Communication and Consent Committee and the Research Ethics Committee at Pwani
University.
Kombe’s current work involves understanding different pedagogies and how these influence the
capacity of research frontline staff to address the moral and ethical dilemmas they face in their
day to day activities. He has a keen interest and passion in biomedical research ethics, capacity

building and community engagement with over 20 years’ experience applying these skills in the
field of international collaborative health research. He has published widely in the field of
community engagement, frontline staff, research integrity, fair study benefits and informed
consent among others.

DR. JAVIER GABALDON

Born in Spain in January 1960. For more than twenty-five years of professional experience as a
medical doctor, he has provided technical assistance in the field of public health and
humanitarian aid to more than 30 countries in Africa, South America and Asia. As director of
operations, medical coordinator or freelance consultant, he held progressively senior positions
with organisations such as Doctors Without Borders, WHO/OMS, UNICEF, Medicus Mundi,
among others.
With a Master in International health, he has received specific training in Tropical Medicine,
Public Health and Epidemiology as well as Communicable diseases.
In 2015, he participated in the Doctors Without Borders Ebola Critical Review. Since June 2016,
he has been working for the same organization in the frame of the Ebola Initiative Project as
Chargé de Mission Biobank and Data Platform on Ebola Virus Disease and Emerging Pathogens.

Kambiz Shekdar is president and founder of the Research Foundation to Cure AIDS. Prior to
establishing the RFTCA, Kambiz served as Chief Scientific Officer of Chromocell Corporation,
a biotechnology company he co-founded. He obtained his Ph.D. in the laboratory of his mentor,
Nobel Laureate Günter Blobel, at The Rockefeller University in New York City. It was during
his graduate studies that Kambiz invented Chromovert® Technology, a novel technology that
allows access to highly desired, exceedingly rare cells that had otherwise remained out of reach.
This technology was the basis for the Chromocell Corporation, and it holds promise for the
development of a stem cell cure for AIDS.

Kwadwo Ansah KORAM, MBChB; MPH&TM, PhD
Qualified as a physician from the University of Ghana Medical School and obtained
postgraduate qualifications in Public Health and Epidemiology from Tulane University School of
Public Health and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine respectively. Started

medical career in a rural and deprived community in northern Ghana where he was exposed to
the challenges of responding to the huge burden of infectious. This spurred his interest in
developing a career in public health and epidemiology. Has gained extensive experience in
collaborating, leading and managing large scale epidemiological studies on malaria and other
infectious diseases in Ghana. Has taught and coordinated the Principles of Epidemiology course
at the School of Public Health, University of Ghana. As director of the Noguchi Memorial
Institute for Medical Research, he is responsible for developing, directing the work of the
Institute, including development of products from Ghanaian medicinal plants for the treatment of
common infections. He oversees the Institute’s programs for the attainment of its vision and
mandate in providing a strong research platform for disease control in the country and the subregion at large.

Sahr Moses Gevao is a Professor and Head, Department of Hematology, College of Medicine
and Allied Health Sciences ( COMAHS) , University of Sierra Leone and Consultant
Hematologist and Head of the National Blood Transfusion Services , Ministry of Health and
Sanitation.
He is also the Country Lead of The Global Emerging Pathogen Consortium, Lead of the Viral
Haemoraghic Fever Consortium and Principal investigator of the African Center of Excellence
for the Genomics of Infectious Diseases in Sierra Leone.
He was previously the Deputy Vice Chancellor and Head of the College of Medicine and Health
Sciences (2005-2009) and Pro Vice Chancellor, University of Sierra Leone( 2007 – 2009}

He was Chair Faculty of Laboratory Medicine , West African College of Physicians (20102015)
Prof Gevao is a 1982 graduate of the College of Medicine, University of Lagos, Nigeria and
obtained the Fellowship of the West African College of Physicians in 1988. He was a
Commonwealth Medical Fellow at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School from 1991-1992.

Raad Fadaak is a PhD candidate at McGill University, working with the Departments of
Anthropology, Social Studies of Medicine, and the Global Health Programs. His PhD research
focuses on the projects and policies designed by governments, global health institutions, and
international agencies to prepare for, respond to, and recover from public health emergencies. He
enjoys writing about and thinking through contemporary health security problems with a wide
variety of stakeholders and experts from across the world.

A Professor of clinical microbiology at the College of Medicine, University of Lagos, Professor
Folasade Ogunsola has worked extensively in Infection control, Antibiotic resistance and sepsis
management. She is a Fellow of both the West African College of Physicians and National
Postgraduate Medical College Nigeria

Professor Ogunsola is the Principal Investigator of the AIDS Prevention Initiative in Nigeria
(APIN) (PEPFAR) at the College of Medicine, University of Lagos and Principal Investigator of
the NIH Medical Education Partnership Initiative grant BRAINS (Building Research and
Innovation in Nigeria’s Sciences) which has led to a lot of capacity building both human and
infrastructural in her institution. She is the director of the PEPFAR supported HIV reference
laboratory at her institution. She has worked extensively in the community in Lagos state where
she ran a clinic in one of the poorest slums to reduce the prevalence of HIV and its
comorbidities, Prevent mother to child transmission of HIV and ensure access to HIV drugs. She
has been instrumental to setting up infection control programs in a number of institutions in
Nigeria and was the former Chair of the Infection control committee of the Lagos University
Teaching hospital.
She is a member of the WHO technical working group on Infection Prevention and Control and a
member of the WHO AFRO regional rapid response group of experts for epidemics a role that
has led to her deployment on several occasions to assist with strengthening infection Prevention
and Control during Ebola Epidemics. She was the team lead for Infection Prevention and Control
in the recent National Response to Ebola. She has served the Nation in various capacities;
She is on the board of the Infection control African network (ICAN) where she was secretary
from 2010-2014. She is the current chairman of the Nigerian Infection control association and
the National association of Colleges of Medicine; She is also a member of the Association of
Pathologists of Nigeria, Medical Women’s Association of Nigeria, Nigerian Medical
Association, Medical and Dental Consultants

Dr. Oumou Maiga-Ascofaré is a molecular biologist. She acquired her PhD from Paris
Descartes University (France) and University of Bamako (Mali). Since 2011, she is holding a
postdoctoral position at the Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical Medicine (BNITM) in
Hamburg (Germany) in the Infectious Disease Epidemiology working group. Since the
beginning of 2016, Dr Oumou Maiga-Ascofare has been on secondment at the Kumasi Center
for Collaborative Research in Tropical Medecine (KCCR) in Ghana as project coordinator of
malarial co-infection studies.
A side her research on malaria, Dr. Oumou Maiga-Ascofaré has been engaged in the Ebola
Diagnostic Training for non-epidemic Western African countries. This one-year program
included participants from Ghana, Benin, Togo, Burkina Faso and Mauritania, which have been
trained on biosafety measures including quality management system and good microbiology
practices and detection of the Ebolavirus. It also included the establishment of an Ebola
Diagnostic lab in each of the countries trained. She subsequently join the Global Emerging
Pathogens Treatment (GET) Consortium and participate as a facilitator in workshops on
Biosafety, Biosecurity and Biobanking held across the Manu River Union.

Dr Djibril SANGARE is a PhD holder in Medical Entomology and parasitology (University Of
Mali, Bamako Mali). He also is a PhD holder in Molecular entomology (University of Notre
Dame, Indiana, and USA) and was working at the Malaria Research and Training Center
(MRTC) in Bamako, Mali as senior scientist researcher. He was the head of the malaria Vector
bioinformatics, Vector Immunity and molecular entomology Units. As lecturer he was associate
Professor teaching Cell and molecular Biology at the Faculty of Medicine and directly involved
in the training of students for their thesis/dissertations in medical Entomology/parasitology.

As an Entomologist and parasitologist, Dr Sangaré has a strong background in applied
population genetics of malaria vectors and parasites, applied genetic ecology, vector and parasite
behavior, vector biology and physiology and malaria epidemiology field assessment.
Dr Sangaré has been working on vector control programs in collaboration with the Malian
national malaria Control Program (NMCP); he also has been working on the development and
implementation of the national malaria control policy in close collaboration with the Ministry of
Health. Dr Sangaré also collaborates with the National Directorate for Meteorology (DNM), the
National Institute for Research in Public Health (INRSP).
Actually, I am the president of the Malian Association for Biosafety and Biosecurity which
primary mission include Training in Biosafety and Biosecurity of life scientists working on
Public Health, Animal Health, agriculture; Diagnosis, Research, and Education: -Involving
investigation on Biosafety and Biosecurity issues in different laboratories Biosafety and
Biosecurity levels in Mali. -Development of tools, guidelines and regulation to inform and
educate
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During previous years I have been the AfBSA’s regional Coordinator for West Africa. The
gained knowledge from attending different training courses (Trainer of Trainers course in
Biosafety and Biosecurity in Africa, -Laboratory Biosafety and Biosecurity Course for West
Africa; -5th biosafety conference Asia-Pacific Biosafety Association ,-56th Annual Biological
Safety Conference and preconference courses, -Managing Infectious Risk; -Threat Assessment
Approaches for Lab Biosecurity Programs; -Lab Design Best Practices; -Implementing Personnel
Security programs; -Designing Training Programs etc..) was shared trough short trainings
communication, Workshop and Conferences within Malian and African research institutions &
medical laboratories.
Currently, He has been successfully selected as General manager of DELGEME
(Développement de l’Excellence en matière de Leadership et de Formation en Génétique pour
l’Elimination du Paludisme en Afrique subsaharienne).

